Rosslyn Chapel
http://www.sacred-destinations.com/scotland/rossyln-chapel.htm
Map of getting there is on this site, but couldn’t be copied.
Rosslyn Chapel, originally named the Collegiate Chapel of St. Matthew, is a 15th-century church in the village of Roslin, seven miles from Edinburgh in Scotland. 

The chapel is famous both for its decorative art and its mysterious associations with the Knights Templar, the Holy Grail, and the Freemasons. 

Rosslyn Chapel's mysteries played a significant role in Dan Brown's 2003 novel The Da Vinci Code. Since that time, the number of visitors to Rosslyn Chapel has risen by 56% and the chapel is now one of the most popular tourist destinations in Scotland. Part of the filming of the Da Vinci Code movie based on the book took place at Rosslyn Chapel in August 2005. 
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Rosslyn Chapel was intended to be one of more than 37 collegiate churches that were built in Scotland between the reigns of King James I and James IV (1406-1513). The chapel is actually the choir of what was intended to be a much larger cross-shaped church. 

The chapel was founded by Sir William Sinclair of the St. Clair family, a Scottish noble family from Orkney descended from Norman knights and, according to legend, linked to the Knights Templar. The foundation stone of Rosslyn Chapel was laid on St. Matthew's Day, September 21, 1446. 

After Sir William died in 1484, the larger building he had planned was never completed. Rosslyn Chapel's founder is buried in the chapel's foundation. Today, Rosslyn Chapel still functions as a place of worship for the Scottish Episcopal Church. 
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Rosslyn Chapel is relatively small, at 40' 8" high, 34' 8" wide, and 68' long. It has an asymmetrical shape, owing probably to its intended further construction.

The arched stone ceiling of Rosslyn Chapel is finely decorated in squares with five pointed stars, ball flowers, tablet flowers, roses, a dove with an olive branch. 

Seashells are found next to a carving of Sir William, which are the symbol of St. James. Together with the stars on the ceiling, they may represent Santiago de Compostela ("St. James of the Field of Stars").

Throughout the Rosslyn Chapel are many fleur-de-lis designs. This may suggest the work of artists from France, but the fleur-de-lis is also associated with the Virgin Mary as well as with royalty. 

On the three pillars standing between the east aisle and the east chapel is a choir of 13 angels with musical instruments, representing the host of God. On the ribs of the intersections on the north and south sides are representations of various occupations in life, referred to as the "Dance of Death."

Carvings on other pillars include Issac on the altar with the ram, Abraham looking towards his son, Samson destroying the Philistines, David killing the lion, the Prodigal son, the Crucifixion, and scenes from the history of the Roslin Family. Also of interest are the masons' marks on the individual stones, the use of which was rare at the time of building.

Rosslyn Chapel is the home of the famous Apprentice Pillar, a decorated pillar that gets its name from a legend involving the mason in charge of the stonework in the chapel and his young apprentice. 

According to the legend, the master mason felt he needed to see the original inspiration for the design, located in Rome, before he could perform the complicated task of carving the column. But upon his return, he found that his upstart apprentice had completed the column. In a fit of jealous rage, the mason struck the apprentice on the head and killed him. The head of the unlucky apprentice is depicted in a corner opposite the organ loft, complete with a scar on his left temple. 

The base of the Apprentice Pillar depicts eight dragons, from whose mouths emerge the vine that winds itself around the pillar. In Christian mythology, this represents the Tree of Life, but it probably was inspired by Norse mythology (perhaps due to Rosslyn Chapel's founder's connection with Orkney). The Norse Tree of Knowledge, Yggdrasil, holds up the heavens from the earth and the dragons of time gnaw at the roots of the Tree.

Near the Apprentice Pillar is a Latin inscription that reads, "Wine is strong, a king is stronger, women are stronger still, but truth conquers all." The text comes from the apocryphal book of Esdras. 

There is a shop and small café on site. 
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Adorned with mysterious figures, the chapel has long been the subject speculation regarding its possible connection to Freemasonry, the Knights Templar, and the Holy Grail. Some carvings even seem to depict American plants such as maize and aloe vera, carved fifty years before Columbus's voyages, while others have thus far defied interpretation.

The mysteries of Rosslyn Chapel were brought to the attention of a much wider audience by Dan Brown's bestselling novel The Da Vinci Code. On Brown's official website, under "Bizarre True Facts from The Da Vinci Code," is the following statement:

There exists a chapel in Great Britain that contains a ceiling from which hundreds of stone blocks protrude, jutting down to form a bizarre multi-faceted surface. Each block is carved with a symbol, seemingly at random, creating a cipher of unfathomable proportion. Modern cryptographers have never been able to break this code, and a generous reward is offered to anyone who can decipher the baffling message. 

In recent years, geological ultrasounds have revealed the startling presence of an enormous subterranean vault hidden beneath the chapel. This vault appears to have no entrance and no exit. To this day, the curators of the chapel have permitted no excavation. 

After The Da Vinci Code was published in 2003, the number of visitors to Rosslyn Chapel rose by 56%. In 2004, almost 70,000 visited the building, making it one of Scotland's most popular tourist attractions.

Recently, researchers and Grail enthusiasts have been probing into the historical Rosslyn Chapel to determine once and for all if this is truly the house of the Cup of Christ. Researchers, using the latest scanning, MRI, and Ultrasonic technologies, plan to view under the ground to attempt to locate the "secret vaults" present inside.
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	Names:
	Rosslyn Chapel; Roslin Chapel 

	Address:
	Rosslyn Chapel, Roslin, Edinburgh EH25 9PU, Scotland

	Location:
	Rosslin village, 7 miles from Edinburgh city center 

	Owners:
	Rosslyn Chapel Trust 

	Phone:
	+44 131 440 2159

	E-mail:
	rosslynch@aol.com 

	Bus:
	Buses leave from Princes St., Edinburgh. It is a short walk from the bus stop to the chapel. 

	Hours:
	10am-5pm Mon-Sat; midday-4.45pm Sun

	Cost:
	Free

	Tip:
	Buy the booklet at the chapel, which has good photographs and explanations of carvings 
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· Rosslyn Chapel - Official Website of Rosslyn Chapel 

· Rosslyn Chapel Reviews - TripAdvisor member reviews 

· Rosslyn Chapel Photo Set 1 - Flickr 

· Rosslyn Chapel Photo Set 2 - Flickr 

· Rosslyn Templars - organization dedicated to separating fact from fiction 

· News on Rosslyn Chapel and The Da Vinci Code - Scottish Christian 

· The Da Vinci Connection - Sunday Herald 

· The Da Vinci Code Gallery: Rosslyn Chapel - Official Website of Dan Brown 

· Rosslyn Chapel and The Da Vinci Code - Scotland's National Tourist Board 

· Rosslyn Chapel's Mysteries - Mysterious Britain 

http://www.rosslynchapel.org.uk/
By Road from the Edinburgh bypass: take "Straiton Junction" A701 to Penicuik/Peebles. Follow A701 to sign for Roslin (3 miles) once in Roslin Village the Chapel is signed.

Welcome to the Official Rosslyn Chapel website
	Rosslyn Chapel, the official website. Rosslyn Chapel is a 15th century medieval chapel rich in unusual carvings and masonic symbolism.
www.rosslynchapel.org.uk/ - 16k - Cached - Similar pages
Message from Stuart Beattie - www.rosslynchapel.org.uk/rss/message.htm
Latest News from Rosslyn Chapel ... - www.rosslynchapel.org.uk/rss/latest.php
Rosslyn Chapel Trust Rosslyn Chapel - www.rosslynchapel.org.uk/acatalog/
Rosslyn Chapel Trust ... - www.rosslynchapel.org.uk/acatalog/Miscellaneou...
More results from www.rosslynchapel.org.uk »


Rosslyn Chapel - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
	Rosslyn Chapel, originally named the Collegiate Chapel of St. Matthew, is a 15th century Episcopal church in the village of Roslin, Midlothian, Scotland. ...
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosslyn_Chapel - 44k - Cached - Similar pages


Rosslyn Chapel, Freemasonry, the Knights Templar and their History ...
	An attempt to separate fact from fancy in the history of the profusely decorated Rosslyn Chapel. Includes descriptions and images of other Scottish ...
www.rosslyntemplars.org.uk/ - 14k - Cached - Similar pages


Images of Rosslyn Chapel including groundplans, Green Men, angels ...
	Images of Rosslyn Chapel including angels and groundplans. Rosslyn Chapel was begun in 1446 as a Collegiate Church. It's many Christian carvings and alleged ...
www.rosslyntemplars.org.uk/images.htm - 59k - Cached - Similar pages


Rosslyn Chapel, History, Hauntings and Mystical Connections
	Rosslyn Chapel is touted as being one of the most mysterious places in Scotland, especially with the current gloat of books purporting to show how hidden ...
www.mysteriousbritain.co.uk/majorsites/rosslyn.html - 16k - Cached - Similar pages


Rosslyn Chapel - Midlothian, Scotland
	Rosslyn Chapel, originally named the Collegiate Chapel of St. Matthew, is a 15th-century church in the village of Roslin, seven miles from Edinburgh in ...
www.sacred-destinations.com/scotland/rossyln-chapel.htm - 33k - Cached - Similar pages


Scotsman.com Heritage & Culture - Watch our Rosslyn Chapel videos
	SCOTSMAN.COM are delighted to offer you an insight into Rosslyn Chapel. If you've read the book, intend seeing The Da Vinci Code in the cinema or you just ...
www.heritage.scotsman.com/rosslyn/ - 38k - Cached - Similar pages


OPEN ALL YEAR
1st April - 30th Sept
Mon - Sat 
9.30am -6pm
Sun 12 noon - 4.45pm
Last Admission
30 minutes from close
Entry Prices: 
Adults £7 Concs. £6
