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	Old Deer, Grampian 
	

	Deer Abbey 
Remains of 1219 Cistercian monastery. "Book of Deer", one of the oldest documents in Scottish literature, was written in the village of Old Deer. 
Old Deer, Grampian, Grampian, Scotland 
Location: on A950 near Old Deer west of Peterhead 
Historic Scotland


http://www.britainexpress.com/scotland/abbeys/abbeys2.htm
An inland village west of Peterhead, in the Buchan area of the county, near Maud, New Deer, and Mintlaw; particularly noted for its role in the early Christian history of the area.
OLD DEER, a parish and village in the district of Buchan, Aberdeenshire, Scotland. Pop. (1901), 4313. The village lies on the Deer or South Ugie Water, 102 m. W. of Peterhead, and 2 m. from Mintlaw station on the Great North of Scotland Railway Company's branch line from Aberdeen to Peterhead. The industries include distilling, brewing, and the manufacture of woollens, and there are quarries of granite and limestone. Columba and his nephew Drostan founded a monastery here in the 6th century, of which no trace remains. A most interesting relic of the monks was discovered in 1857 in the Cambridge University library by Henry Bradshaw. It consisted of a small MS. of the Gospels in the Vulgate, fragments of the liturgy of the Celtic church, and notes, in the Gaelic script of the 12th century, referring to the charters of the ancient monastery, including a summary of that granted by David I. These are among the oldest examples of Scottish Gaelic. The MS. was also adorned with Gaelic designs. It had belonged to the monks of Deer and been in the possession of the University Library since 1715. It was edited by John Stuart (1813-1877) for the Spalding Club, by whom it was published in 1869 under the title of The Book of Deer. In 1218 William Comyn, earl of Buchan, founded the Abbey of St Mary of Deer, now in ruins, 4 m. farther up the river than the monastery and on the opposite bank. Although it was erected for Cistercians from the priory of Kinloss, near Forres, the property of the Columban monastery was removed to it. The .founder (d. 12 3 3) and his countess were buried in the church. The parish is rich in antiquities, but the most noted of them - the Stone of Deer, a sculptured block of syenite, which stood near the Abbey - was destroyed in 1854. The thriving village of NEW Deer (formerly called Auchriddie) lies about 7 m. W. of the older village; it includes the ruined castle of Fedderat. 
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http://www.1911encyclopedia.org/Old_Deer

Old Deer

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Jump to: navigation, search
Old Deer, a parish and village in the district of Buchan, Aberdeenshire, Scotland. The population as of 1901 was 4,313. The village lies on the Deer or South Ugie Water, 10 1/8 miles west of Peterhead, and two miles from Mintlaw station on the Great North of Scotland Railway Company's branch line from Aberdeen to Peterhead.

Industries include distilling, brewing, and the manufacture of woollens, and there are quarries of granite and limestone.

The village is the birthplace of David B. Henderson, one of only two foreign born Speakers of the United States House of Representatives.

The thriving village of New Deer (formerly called Auchreddie) lies about seven miles west of the older village; to the north of New Deer is the ruined castle of Fedderat.

[edit] Monastery
Columba and his nephew Drostan founded a monastery here in the 6th century, of which no trace remains. The Book of Deer is a most interesting relic of the monks, which was discovered in 1857 in the Cambridge University library by Henry Bradshaw. It was probably stolen during the Wars of Scottish Independence by English troops. It is a small manuscript of the Gospels in the Vulgate, fragments of the liturgy of the Celtic church, and notes, in the Gaelic script of the 12th century, referring to the charters of the ancient monastery, including a summary of that granted by David I of Scotland. These are among the oldest examples of Scottish Gaelic. The manuscript is also adorned with Gaelic designs. It had belonged to the monks of Deer and been in the possession of the University Library since 1715. It was edited by John Stuart for the Spalding Club, by whom it was published in 1869 under the title The Book of Deer. In 1218 William Comyn, earl of Buchan, founded the Abbey of St Mary of Deer, now in ruins, 3/4 miles farther up the river than the monastery and on the opposite bank. Although it was erected for Cistercians from the priory of Kinloss, near Forres, the property of the Columban monastery was removed to it. The founder (died 1233) and his countess were buried in the church. The parish is rich in antiquities, but the most noted of them is the Stone of Deer, a sculptured block of syenite, which stood near the abbey; it was destroyed in 1854.

[edit] References
· This article incorporates text from the Encyclopædia Britannica Eleventh Edition, a publication now in the public domain. 

· Abbey of Deer - Article in the Catholic Encyclopedia 

[edit] See also
· Abbot of Deer 

· Deer Abbey 

Old Deer (the place of tears)

Old Deer's past contains a wealth of religious and domestic history which proved significant to the development of the whole North East of Scotland.

It is said the very beauty of the vale of Deer led to Columba and his nephew Drostan choosing it in the 6th century as the site for their monastery, at some time between 563 AD and 597 AD.

The settlement grew around the Church and today's population is in the region of 200. The village has been a designated conservation area since 1974 and many of the houses are listed buildings within category B and category C.

Deer has long been the common spelling but Deir prevails in the oldest writing.
One tradition has the name coming from De a'r', a contraction of De adhra - the worship of Good.

Dair or Daire in old Gaelic and Irish is an oak, and since the area was covered in oak forests in the 6th century, the name may simply mean Oakwood.
A much more romantic legend, and the one most people prefer to accept, has it deriving from Deira, Gaelic for "tears", telling how Columba observed a tear on the cheek of his nephew when he took his leave and declared "This shall be known as the place of tears" - that is Deir.

St Drostan's Home

St Drostan's Home is a single storey complex built in 1975. It provides accommodation for the elderly in comfortable pleasant surroundings and is fully equipped to meet modern standards of care.

On the street side of the site stood the original Parish Poor House built in 1851. This later became an Elderly Folk's Home. The original building was demolished once the new complex opened in 1975.

Schools

The original parish school was opened in the late-1700's and stood in Aden's lower gardens close by the river. A larger school was built near the Church in the early-1800's. The large building towards the western boundary of the village was a still later school. This provided both primary and secondary education, but sadly this too is now closed. Village children are now educated in nearby Stuartfield.

Playing Field

Our Children's Playing Field lies behind the Kemp Hall in the main street. This forms part of the glebe land belonging to the Church.

Hostelry

Aden Arms Hotel, opened in 1891, is prominent in the middle of the village. The hotel provides accommodation and bar meals.

It also has a Leisure Centre which is open to the public.

On the A950 near the old Abbey is Saplinbrae House Hotel.This was formerly the dower house of Pitfour Estate, home of the dowager Ladies Pitfour. Set in picturesque surroundings, the hotel offers accommodation with private facilities, and both restaurant and bar meals.

Fishing on Pitfour Lake is available.

Industry

Old Deer is home to Frayco Light Engineering Works, and Aden Woollen Mill lies off Netheraden Road between Old Deer and Mintlaw.

http://www.electricscotland.com/history/gazetteer/vol2page349.htm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/3559331.stm - Elvis’s visit to Old Deer

http://www.bookofdeer.co.uk/homepage.html
http://www.scottish-towns.co.uk/aberdeenshire/old-deer/index.html
Once the administrative centre, through the ancient Cistercian Abbey of Deer, this pretty little Aberdeenshire town, together with neighbouring New Deer, has much to offer the visitor. 
The last Celtic Earl of Buchan (Fergus), founded the Cistercian Abbey of St Mary in the Vale of Deer opposite the banks of the Ugie. 
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The town of Old Deer, although very much smaller than New Deer, can undoubtably be considered the 'capital' of this area. It was during the time of the Reformation that this large parish was divided into two and you can read in more detail on this subject in our history section.

http://www.agtb.org/the-stone-circle.htm
Deer, Old

http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.asp?compid=43431
 DEER, OLD, a parish, 10 miles (W.) from Peterhead, partly in the district of Deer, county of Aberdeen, including the villages of Stuartfield and Old Deer; and partly in the county of Banff, including the village of Fetterangus; the whole containing 4453 inhabitants. The name appears to be derived from a Gaelic word signifying the worship of God, perhaps applied on account of the first Christian church in the district of Buchan having been erected here. The remains of antiquity in the parish throw considerable light upon its primitive history: the vestiges of four or five Druidical temples are still visible, and numerous others were removed at no very remote period, in order to facilitate the extended operations of agriculture. On the north side of the hill of Parkhouse, also, there were until lately the remains of a small village, supposed to have been occupied by the Druids, but usually called the Picts' houses by the neighbouring peasantry. On the summit of Bruxie steep, and at Den of Howie, near Fetterangus, are some traces of fortifications and encampments, affording evident proof of military operations in ancient times; and in the vicinity of Aikey-Brae, are several tumuli reported to be the cemeteries of warriors who fell in a sanguinary conflict between Edward, brother of Robert Bruce, and Cumyn, Earl of Buchan. Deer is also remarkable as the site of a distinguished abbey, founded about the beginning of the thirteenth century, by the Earl of Buchan, and first held by a company of Cistercian monks from the abbey of Kinloss, in Moray. This abbey was suppressed at the time of the proscription of religious houses, and erected into a temporal lordship in favour of Robert, the earl-marischal's second son, created Lord Altrie; but that nobleman dying without issue, the title became extinct, and the estate was incorporated with that of the head of the family. A very considerable demesne was attached to the abbey, and its revenue amounted to £572. 8. 6. in money, and sixty-five chalders, seven bolls, one firlot, three pecks of meal, fourteen bolls of wheat, and fourteen chalders and ten bolls of bear.

 The parish, or rather the main portion of it, in Aberdeenshire, measures in mean length about nine and a half miles, and about four and a half in breadth, and contains upwards of 25,000 acres, of which about three-fourths are under tillage or in pasture, 2000 acres are occupied by growing wood, and the remainder is peat-moss, moor, and waste. It is bounded via the west by the parish of New Deer. The surface is altogether undulated, being marked by a succession of hills and valleys of various extent and form, many of which are clothed with verdure, or ornamented with small clamps of wood, and the lower lands are intersected by numerous rivulets. Deer, wild geese and ducks, partridges, woodcocks, and snipes, and large quantities of rabbits, are found in different parts. The chief streams are two tributaries of the Ugie, which form a confluence in the parish of Longside, and fall into the sea about a mile north-west of Peterhead: the black trout with which they abound supply abundant sport to the lovers of angling. The soil differs to a considerable extent, being in some parts mixed with large portions of sand, and in others partaking of the nature of clay or gravel, and sometimes resting upon a subsoil of impervious ferruginous matter. The summits and sides of many of the hills are especially poor, the soil containing so little fertility as to be altogether unfit for agriculture. In some places there are small portions of good alluvial earth; but these form an exception to the general character of the land. The crops consist chiefly of oats and turnips. Large tracts are reserved for pasture, which are traversed by herds of cattle subject to due restraint from inclosures; but there are very few sheep kept, except on gentlemen's grounds, and the only flock of any consequence is on the Pitfour estate, where are between three and four hundred, of various breeds. The cattle are mostly the native black, rather above the middle size, with which, during the last few years, the Teeswater has been crossed; they are fattened upon turnips, raised partly by the use of bone-dust manure, and many of them are sent for sale to the London markets. Husbandry is well understood in the parish, and considerable improvements have been made in laying out land for pasture, draining, and inclosing. The rateable annual value of the parish is £13,165.

 The prevailing rocks are granite and limestone, the latter of which is frequently found with veins and blocks of gneiss, and often so loaded with magnesian earth, as to render it more useful for building than for agricultural purposes. Near the lime-quarry on the lands of Annochie are blocks of pure white quartz, and in other parts of the parish varieties of siliceous stone occur; particles of granite, felspar, quartz, and mica are also found in gravel-pits. The large tracts of peat-moss formerly to be seen, are for the most part exhausted by the continual demand upon them for supplies of fuel, and very little is now to be found. The chief seat is the Mansion House of Pitfour, which possesses fine gardens and plantations, and the character of which may be conjectured from the statement of the fact, that the expenses incurred by the proprietor in the erection of the house, and in improving and ornamenting the contiguous grounds, have amounted to nearly £80,000. On the Kenmundy and Aden estates are also elegant and commodious mansions, with good gardens, and well laid out plantations: on the estate of Dens is a plantation of about eighty acres, consisting chiefly of Scotch fir and larch. Fair specimens may be seen in different places of ash, elm, silver-fir, larch, and pine; but beech and spruce-fir appear to be the kinds more particularly adapted to the soil and climate.

 The inhabitants of the villages are to a considerable extent engaged in some branch of manufacture; in Stuartfield about thirty persons are employed in weaving linen-yarn for the Aberdeen houses, and at Millbrake and Aden some sorts of woollen-cloth are made. There are also two flax-mills in the parish, and to the larger of the two woollen-mills a dye-house and a fulling-mill are attached. Six fairs are held in the course of the year, of which Aikey fair, on the Wednesday after the 19th of July, and St. Dustan's, on the corresponding day of December, are chiefly for the sale of cattle, sheep, and horses. Another is held on the Thursday after the 25th of January, one on the Thursday after the 18th of March, one (lately established) on the Monday after the 17th of September, and one about the beginning of November: several others formerly held have been discontinued, and the four last mentioned are of inferior note. The turnpike-road from Fraserburgh to Aberdeen runs in a direction north and south, and that from Peterhead to Banff east and west, through the parish. The ecclesiastical affairs are subject to the presbytery of Deer and synod of Aberdeen; patron, the Crown. The minister's stipend is £219, and there is a manse, built in 1823, with a glebe worth between £40 and £50 per annum. The church, which was built in 1788, and thoroughly repaired a few years since, contains 1200 sittings. There is an episcopal chapel; and members of the Free Church, the Original Secession, the United Associate Synod, and Independents, have places of worship. Three parochial schools are supported: the master of the chief establishment, situated at Old Deer, in which, besides the usual instruction, Greek and mathematics are taught, has a salary of £31, with a house, and about £30 from fees; and the other masters have also a good income each, with fees. The principal remains of antiquity are the ruins of the abbey, at present surrounded by the high wall belonging to the fruit and kitchen garden of Pitfour; the larger part of the ruins has been taken, at different times, for the purpose of forming stone dykes and erecting dwelling-houses, but what now remains is carefully preserved by the proprietor of the estate. A church of cruciform design once stood on its north side; the length from east to west was 150 feet, and the breadth ninety feet, and the nave, thirty-eight and a half feet wide, was supported by a row of pillars, the bases of which may yet be seen, standing about seventeen feet distant from each other. The most interesting Druidical temple is that on the top of Parkhouse Hill, the chief stone of which, called the Altar Stone, is fourteen and a half feet long, and five and a half broad; the stones stand about fourteen feet asunder, and inclose a circle the diameter of which is forty-eight feet. There are several chalybeate springs in the parish.

From: 'Dailly - Dewartown', A Topographical Dictionary of Scotland (1846), pp. 259-80. URL: http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.asp?compid=43431. Date accessed: 13 March 2007.

 

